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— the, of | a dimly lighted Jog Over a 


iron Stoye, which stands at one end of the room, the form of a woman 
in the act of stirring something into a steaming pot. In a corner near the 


fre is sea 
strips, 
. ount. ‘of the dimness of the light. Near this lady, sitting on the 


another female form. She appears to be busily engaged with 


or is a little girl, lulling to sleep with her childish song either à large 


cia Tae baby, which she holds on her lap. What appears to be a 


in an opposite corner of the room. In the center of the 


ped is, a. table, and across from the door through which. we enter is 
do evidently opening into another apartment. 


From the conversation heard it is apparent that the inmates of this 
humble abode s are cheerful and bers, thongh fatigued with the arduous. 


labors of the day. 8 
ere enters a 1 man with a heaping arm-full of fire- 


ing a. 
Since early morning he has been hard at work, as has been the case Tan 
him at 1 gone of every 975 for a considerable time me | 


th 
ped a Eau ih of — for. the morrow, which will be the Sabbah, bi 
£0 the. day is ops remark, 
ie that such is is the 


of ‘some. material, the character of which cannot be detected on 


od, which he carefully places at the rear of the stove between it and. 
the rough wall of the cabin. With a sigh of relief, he plants himself upon. 
a ‘Seat. in front of the table. spread with a white linen cloth and contain- 
mware plates and iron spoons. He is tired and hungry. 
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Soon the porridge, which is composed of shorts and water, is taken from 
the pot. There is but a small quantity of it to be divided to the several 
members of the family, yet it, with a few small slices of bread, without 
butter, and with water to drink, constitutes the whole bill of fare. True 
there is more in the house, but the inmates are forced to go on short 
rations in order that the supply may last them until the next season, as 
they have no hopes of replenishing their larder before the coming year’s 
crops mature. 

The middle-aged lady, who was sitting in the corner industriously 
braiding rag strips for a floor mat, puts her work aside and draws her 
old-fashioned, rush-seated arm chair, (the only chair in the house), up to 
the table. The young mother takes the baby from her five-year old 
daughter, and all surround the board. With bowed heads each one joins 
silently in the heart-felt thanks to God as expressed by the father so 
fervently while asking a blessing upon the scant meal spread before them. 

It would be unjust for us to join them in their meagre repast, although 
they are large-hearted and quite willing to share the last morsel with 
anyone in want. As all our needs are well supplied we shall take our 
place on the one vacant seat against the wall, under the small and only 
window in the room. Here we can look on in silence. 

Now that the tallow dip that furnishes the light i in the house is burning 
more brightly, a more careful survey of the premises can be made, not in 
the way of criticism, but merely to satisfy our natural curiosity to learn 
as much as we can about other people whom we meet, (often more than 
we desire that they should know about us). Perhaps our observations 
may cause us to feel more grateful for the comfortable surroundings of 
our own homes: for we seldom appreciate the comforts we possess except 
when we realize that others do not have them. | = 

It will be observed before entering the cabin that it is one of a long row 
of log houses placed close together, and thus forming one side of a fort, 
or stockade. The other three sides are built of adobes, or sun-dried bricks. 
The fortification is intended as a protection against the wild Indians that 
infest the surrounding region. This particular house is without a floor 
except the bare earth. As all lumber had to be sawed by hand in a saw- 
pit, wooden floors are a luxury that all de not enjoy. The walls are un- 
plastered, save the chinks between the logs being filled with clay. The 
roof is formed of slender poles laid across the top of the logs, over which 
is a layer of willows. Above this is a quantity of dry grass and then an 
outer covering of earth. Hanging from the roof is a small piece of bacon, 
and a few small strips of jerked buffalo beef—the only meat the family 
has for the winter’s supply, unless the father is fortunate enough to pro- 
cure game of some kind, an occasional rabbit or perhaps some fish. _ 

The furniture of the room, with the exception of the stove and the 
arm chair is all home made, being the work of the owner, who is also the 
architect and builder of the house. In harmony with the style of the 
house, it is all of extremely rustic design, and was fashioned more for use 
than beauty. The bedstead occupying the farther corner is a permanent 
fixture of the room. An oblong frame-work the dimensions of an eee, 
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bed is made of light wooden polen fastened to the walls by having their 
ends inserted in holes cut into the sides, and attached to the floor by 
means of upright stakes driven into it. Over this frame-work strips of 
raw-hide are stretched for the support of the bedding, the whole being 
covered with a buffalo robe. 

Fiastened to the rafters above the bed is a canvas canopy. As with the 
other furnishings, this is not for an ornament, but for the purpose of 
catching the water that comes through the roof during stormy weather. 
Had our visit been during such a season we would in all probability have 
discovered, upon our first appearance in the room, the good housewife 


holding an umbrella over her head with one hand and stirring the porridge — 


with the other, Having arrived in the country during the dry season, 
when everything to be seen had been parched with the scorching summer 


heat, and knowing nothing about the winter season, the settlers had built 


their houses with roofs so flat that they would not shed the rain nor the 
melting snow. As a consequence, during a winter thaw or a spring rain- 
storm. umbrellas and other means of protection were needed i in the houses 
as well as outside. | 

As there was but one chair in ‘his house, the other seats were blocks of 
wood cut from a log, or stools made by attaching three legs to a short, flat 
piece af timber. The bench under the two-feet square window was formed 
of a wooden slab about five feet long, bracketed to the wall with wooden 
supports. It served the double purpose of a form for sitting upon and a 
wash stand. The cupboard was simply a dry-goods case resting on a 


similarly improvised bracket-shelf. It had a calico curtain for a covering. — 


The same material served as a door between the two rooms of the house. 
For the table another shallow box was used. This was inverted and had 
a post fastened in each corner, forming the legs on which it rested. In 
place of a wardrobe several wooden pegs were inserted in the wall, behind 


the outer door. Upon these bung what little clothing the family possessed — 


aside from what they were wearing. Above the clothing were suspended 
a rifle, powder flask, etc. 
This may be a prosy description of the scene beneath this homely roof. 


It is no theme for the poet, especially if his experience has made him 


acquainted with the reality of such conditions as here portrayed. 

We may be excused perhaps for passing remarks about the queer cos- 
tumes worn by the family, but our curiosity insists upon them being 
scrutinized, As the whole colony is on nearly the same level so far as 
wealth and wearing apparal are concerned, and as no members of society 
in their midst are any better clad, there is no one to sneer at oddities of 
dress that may be worn; though the general good-naturedness of the 
people cause them at times to smile at each other’s peculiar make-up, not- 
withstanding the most sober fact that grim starvation is possibly at their 
very door. 

Not being a woman, I cannot portray very graphically the 8 of 
the attire of the female inmates of this primitive house, nor describe the 
style i in which their hair was arranged. Through lack of sufficiently close 

vation I am also unable to tell the color of Py PS 
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portrait of their features, as story ‘writers do. But chte ‘details are ‘of 
very little historical value, so I pass them by. The younger of the two 
women wore what appeared to be a linséy-woolsey dress of pectiliarly 
striped pattern, and her little daughter had a dress of the same piece. 
The middle-aged grandmother was clad in an English- made dress which. 
at one time was stylish, and black ‘in color, but now with age had turned 
a dark grbenish hue. The man’s outward wearing apparel consisted of a 
coat and waistcoat of natural grey wool, woven on a hand loom, and were 
somewhat warped out of shape. His trousers were of buckskin. ‘The 
material was procured from some Indian squaw in exchange for some 
article that the family could afford to dispense with, and which the abor- 
iginal coveted. His wife had done the tailoring work upon it, and had 
succeeded in making a good job of it, at least so far as the fit was con- 
cerned. But unfortunately the wearer was exposed to all ‘kinds of 
weather. Through getting his buckskins wet they shrank into ‘nicker- 
bockers, and became so close-fitting that he could ‘scarcely’ draw them 
on—“heap too much fit for sit down,” as an Indian would say. His top 
boots, however, served to hide the deficiency in lengtn. 

While partaking of their frugal meal the husband recounts the few 
incidents of his trip to the canyon after wood, the difficulties he experi- 
enced, etc. He expresses some of the bright hopes he entertains for the 
future if fortune favors him, and concludes by giving utterance to his joy 
that the morrow is the Sabbath, a day of rest, which ‘he much needs. 
Though weary in body he is not discouraged in spirit. He has health 
His family is well if not so very comfortably situated; he is aber 
with debt; he has nothing much in the way of material wealth to | 
yet much which he hopes to gain in time; so his prospects ‘appear | b igh 
and promising. 

The wife in turn narrates the happenings of the day at home, among 
the busy little community gathered within the walls of that ten- acre 
fortification. There is nothing very exciting to relate. The principal 
topic among the women folks is the anticipated social gathering’ to be 
convened on New Years’ day, upon which occasion all expect to have a time 
of rejoicing. Hitherto the colonists have been too busy getting themselves 
comfortably housed for the winter to thifk about recreation and amuse- 
ment. But they have not neglected their spiritual duties, having held 
meetings of public worship each Sabbath, being organized as an ecclesias- 
tical body from the commencement. Nor had they overlooked the 
importance of educational facilities, for a school had been established in 
the fort for two months past. There was no news to tell about the 
outside world. Situated a thousand miles from the confines of civiliza- 
tion, having no telegraph lines, no railways, nor even a pony express” 
at that early day, they know nothing of the world's doings only at 
times When tidings are brought by new arrivals coming from the east, or 
the west. 

Sup ig finished, the table is dure. The dishes are washed 420 | 
stant away, some few more preparations are made for the approaching 
Sabbath, the family prayers are attended to, and soon all are ready to 
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retire for the night. alee we take our leave * the ite and permit 
them to take their well-earned rest. 


Thus ends the twenty-fifth day ‘of Desi in the home of this 


pioneer family. Soon the fort is in total darkness, all its inhabitants 
having retired. A midnight stillness prevails, broken only, by the 
distant sound of the hungry coyote and the revels of the armies of 
mice which have invaded the homes of the colonists. Being unmolested 
ny feline foe. these marauders make bold to commit their nightly 
edations. 

While. our friends are wrapt in e let us turn our attention to 
their past history. Now that our interest in their affairs is awakened 
and our curiosity only partially satisfied, we cannot rest until more is 


known ‘about them. We must learn from whence they came, and what | 


has brought them to this forbidding spot in the midst of a desert. 

In fancy let us gaze upon another scene enacted ten years before, in a 
land far distant from the one in which this first was aah On the open 
market, place in Preston, England, stands a man with uncovered head, 
earnestly preaching to a large assemblage of people who have been 
attrac around him, some by the strange character of his doctrines, and 
some tl rough curiosity. His language indicates that he is an American. 
After s¥ kting forth the first principles of the doctrines of Christ he testi- 
fies that the. tr ue Gospel has been restored to the earth by an angel wha 
appeared toa 1— residing in the western part of the State of New York, 
and revealed to him the whereabouts of certain metal plates upon which 

was engraven an ancient record of the former inbabitants of the western 

worl and also containing the revealed Gospel of Christ as taught those 
| 50 people, by the risen Redeemer Himself. He also declares that 
this young man ‘received other heavenly : visions and instructions, and had 
been endowed with authority from on high to establish the Church of 
Christ u upon the earth in its ancient fullness and perfection. The preacher 
calls upon the people to repent of their sins and turn to the Lord, points 
out to them the necessity of baptism by immersion for the remission of 


sins, and of the laying on of hands, by duly authorized servants of the 


Lord, for the’ conferring of the Holy Ghost. He promises with solemnity 
and boldness that if they will exercise faith in Christ and sincerely comply 
with these essential ordinances of the true Gospel, they shall receive the 
gift of the Holy. Ghost, as promised anciently. If they do this they will 
know for themselves that what he says is true; that the Spirit will bear 
witness of the fact to them and they will not be deceived. It is a strange 
doctrine, to the people, although it is in accordance with the Bible, and 
the same as that taught by the Savior. | 

At length, he concludes his remarks and another speaker of the same 
persuasion, who is also from America, steps forth and testifies to the truth 


of the words of his brother, exhorts those present to heed the message 


Pies meeting some of the listeners shake their heads in manifest- 


— of their disapproval. One man, who has the appearance of a clergy- 
Seeks to interrupt the speakers, while others interfere with him 
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portrait of their features, as story Writers do. But these details are ‘of 
very little historical value, so I pass them by. The younger of the two 


women wore what appeared to be a linsey-woolsey dress of ‘pecali , 
striped pattern, and her little daughter had a dress of the same piece. 
The middle-aged grandmother was clad in an English- made dress which 
at one time was stylish, and black ‘in color, but now with age had turned 
a dark greenish hue. The man’s outward wearing apparel consisted of a 
coat and waistcoat of natural grey wool, woven on a hand loom, and were 
somewhat warped out of shape. His trousers were of buckskin. ‘The 
material was procured from some Indian squaw in exchange for some 
article that the family could afford to dispense with, and which the abor- 
iginal coveted. His wife had done the tailoring work upon it, and had 
succeeded in making a good job of it, at least so far as the fit was con- 
cerned. But unfortunately the wearer was exposed to all kinds of 
weather. Through getting his buckskins wet they shrank into nicker- 
bockers, and became so close-fitting that he could scarcely draw them 
on—“heap too much fit for sit down,” as an Indian would say. His top 
boots, however, served to hide the deficiency in lengtn. 

While partaking of their frugal meal the husband recounts the few 
incidents of his trip to the canyon after wood, the difficulties be experi- 
enced, eto. He expresses some of the bright hopes he entertains for the 
future if fortune favors him, and concludes by giving utterance to his joy 
that the morrow is the Sabbath, a day of rest, which he much needs. 
Though weary in body he is not discouraged in spirit. He has health; 
His family is well if not so very comfortably situated; he is unburdened 
with debt; he has nothing much in the way of nates wealth to lo 
yet much which he hopes to gain in time ; ; so his prospects appear bright 
and promising. 

The wife in turn narrates the happenings of the day at home, among 
the busy little community gathered within the walls of that ten-acre 
fortification. There is nothing very exciting to relate. The principal 
topic among the women folks is the anticipated social gathering to be 

convened on New Years’ day, upon which occasion all ex pect to have a time 
of rejoicing. Hitherto the colonists have been too busy getting themselves 
comfortably housed for the winter to thik about recreation and amuse- 
ment. But they have not neglected their spiritual duties, having held 
meetings of public worship each Sabbath, being organized as an ecclesias- 
tical body from the commencement. Nor had they overlooked the 
importance of educational facilities, for a school had been established in 
the fort for two months past. There was no news to tell about the 
outside world. Situated a thousand miles from the confines of civiliza- 
tion, having no telegraph lines, no railways, nor even a “pony express” 
at that early day, they know nothing of the world’s doings only at 
times when tidings are brought by n new arrivals coming N the east or 
the west. 

Supper being finished, the table is Wan The dishes are washed ae 
placed away, some few more preparations are made for the approaching 
Sabbath, the family prayers are attended to, and soon all are —— 
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for the night. ‘alesis 9 we take our eal the po family and permit 
them to take their well-earned rest. 


leer family. Soon the fort is in total darkness, all its inhabitants 
having retired. so midnight stillness prevails, broken only by the 
distant sound of the hungry coyote and the revels of the armies of 
mice which have invaded the homes of the colonists, Being unmolested 
by a ‘feline foe. these marauders make bold to commit their nightly 
depredations. 

While. our friends are wrapt in slumber let us turn our attention. to 
their past history. Now that our interest in their affairs is awakened 
and our curiosity only partially satisfied, we cannot rest until more is 
known about them. We must learn from whence they came, and what 
hae brought them to this forbidding spot in the midst of a desert. 

In fancy let us gaze upon another scene enacted ten years before, in a 
land far distant from the one in which this first was laid. On the open 
market place in Preston, England, stands a man with uncovered head, 
earnestly preaching to a large assemblage of people who have been 
attracted around him, some by the strange character of his doctrines, and 
some through curiosity. His language indicates that he is an American. 
After | ptting forth the first principles of the doctrines of Christ he testi- 
fies that the true Gospel has been restored to the earth by an angel wha 
appeared to a man residing in the western part of the State of New York, 
and revealed to him the whereabouts of certain metal plates upon which 
was engraven an ancient record of the former inhabitants of the western 
world, and also containing the revealed Gospel of Christ as taught those 
ancient people, by the risen Redeemer Himself. He also declares that 
this young man received other heavenly visions and instructions, and had 
been. endowed with authority from on high to establish the Church of 
Christ t upon the earth in its ancient fullness and perfection. The preacher 
calls upon the people to repent of their sins and turn to the Lord, points 
out 60 them the necessity of baptism by immersion for the remission of 
sins, and of the laying on of hands, by duly authorized servants of the 
Lord, for the conferring of the Holy Ghost. He promises with solemnity 
and boldness that if they will exercise faith in Christ and sincerely comply 
with these essential ordinances of the true Gospel, they shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost, as promised anciently. If they do this they will 
know for themselves that what he says is true; that the Spirit will bear 
witness of the fact to them and they will not be deceived. It is a strange 
doctrine, to the people, although it is in accordance with the Bible, and 
the same as that taught by the Savior. | 


At length, he concludes his remarks and another speaker of the same 


persuasion, who is also from America, steps forth and testifies to the truth 


of the words of his brother, exhorts those present to heed the message 


—to investigate and prove for themselves the promises made. 
During the meeting some of the listeners shake their heads in manifest- 


tation of their disapproval. One man, who has the appearance of a 1 e 
n n seeks. to interrupt | the speakers, while others interfere with him 


‘Thus ends dhe twenty-fifth day of December, in the home of this 
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having a desire to see fair * and to bear what the strange preachers 
have to say, whether they approve or disapprove of the doctrines advanced. 
But there are a few attentive listeners who believe the message. They have 
listened to the speakers before, and have come forward with a desire to hear 
more. Among this latter few is a tall young man about eighteen years 
of age. He accepts the doctrine with all his heart, it is something that 
he has been looking for. He recognizes the voice of the Good Shepherd 
and is shortly afterwards baptized. He is one of the first to accept the 
new message in Great Britain. 

The young convert soon finds that the course he has taken brings storms 

of abuse and persecution upon him. What surprises and grieves him is 
that his dearest friends and relatives are the ones who oppose him most - 
He is firm and resolute, however. He is satisfied that he has obeyed the 
truth, and the persecution he has to endure only adds stength to his testi- 
mony: for has not the apostle declared that “All that will live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution”? Patiently he pursues bis usual 
steady course in life, ever seeking to show by his exemplary conduct that 
the Gospel has not made him any worse, but has improved him in every 
way. He is more contented and cheerful. He has put away from him all 
evil habits. He no longer uses tobacco or drinks any kind of intoxicat- 
ing liquors; and he himself realizes that if the Gospel only benefits him 
in these temporal matters it is indeed a great boon; but its saving 
character is not limited to this sphere of action, it extends into the 
eternity to come. 

The young man soon begets a desire to go to 1 and Pore with 
the body of the Church with which he is identified, and with that purpose 
in view he saves up his means. A little less than three years later, on the 
6th day of June, 1840, he sets sail from Liverpool to New York with the | 
very first emigrating company of his fellow-converts to the new faith. 
Although continually opposed by them, he finds it hard to part with his 
dear parents and brothers and sisters, but he takes comfort in the 
words of the Savior: “There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, 
or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, 
and the Gospel’s, but he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, 
houses, and brethren, and sisters, and méthers, and children, and lands, 
with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.” He is reminded 
of this glorious promise by one of the missionaries who first brought the 
Gospel to him, with the additional prontise that he should meet with many 
greater trials than any he has as yet endured. But he is assured that if 
he remains true and faithful to his covenants he shall have strength to 
withstand them all. He remarks to the missionaries when taking leave 
of them that he expects to meet with trials; yet little does he dream that 
they will be such as they afterwards prove to be. Had he known before- 
hand what he would have to pass through he no doubt would have quailed. 
How wisely the Lord in His kind providence has veiled the future from 
our gaze! 

While on the long voyage across the Atlantic the young man makes the 
acquaintance of a young lady, who, with her widowed mother, had also 


x 
* 
* 
* 
d 
* 
* 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ STAR. 807 


anited with his people, and is now on dower their place of gather- 
ing. It is not long after this first acquaintance that a mutual feeling 
of affection springs up in their young hearts. They are both of marriage- 
able age, of congenial temperament, and each being separated from all 
former young companions, it is but natural that they should become 
attached to each other with the enduring ties of love. Though they are 
not very demonstrative or sentimental in their outward expressions, the 
affection they have for one another is such as is calculated to continue. 

In a simple baginess ness-like way it is agreed between them, with the 
consent of the young lady’s mother, that they shall get married as early 
as they can make what they consider necessary preparations, after 
reaching their destination. 

_ Reaching New York on the 20th of July, they proceed westward on 
their j journey overland. Their destination is the new and beautifully 
situated town on the banks of the Mississippi, called Nauvoo. 

Inspired with a love for the Gospel, and also for one whom he soon 
expects will share life’s joys and sorrows with him, the young man 
is never idle. Although he has but little means, having contributed a 
good share of what he had left of his savings to the assistance of his less 
fortunate brethren and sisters, he suceeds in getting employment, and 
| works faithfully to procure for himself a home and a few articles of 
household furnishings. 

At this time a short season of comparative peace is enjoyed by the 
Latter-day Saints in their principal city, although attempts are being 
made even now to deprive the Prophet Joseph Smith, their inspired 
leader, of his liberty, and treacherous foes are plotting to take his life. 

‘Preparations are being made for the erection of the temple, and early 
the next year its foundations are laid. The Saints have only settled in 
Nauvoo since ‘the spring of 1839. First driven from New York, where 
the Church was organized, to Ohio, and then to Missouri, from which 
latter place, after being compelled to move several times, going from 
one ‘county to another, they were finally forced to flee from Missouri 
before an inhuman mob and seek refuge in Illinois. Nauvoo being a new 
place there is much activity at the time our friends arrive there. 

7 untiring industry the young man is not long in procuring for himself 
a mfortable little home. The young lady and her mother have also been 
active. They have been working hard and saving all they could spare, and 
by putting their means together they are enabled to get furniture sufficient 
to start housekeeping in a humble way. The young couple lose no time 
in getting married, believing they are fairly on the road to success in 
making their way in the world. It is agreed that the mother shall 
make her home with her daughter and her newly acquired son - in- la w, 
this arrangement being satisfactory to the three parties concerned. 

Fictitious stories of love usually end with the marriage of the lovers; 
but as this is not a story of that character we shall follow the lives of 
these people, Whose earnest and useful career, as is the case with most of 
mankind, is now only commencing. 

It would perhaps be tiresome to view at 11 the scenes through 
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which they pass te succeeding 7 years. “Let us nf at them bastil 
and then pass b); 
It was 2 to be the good fortune of this industrious community. that 
peace should continue long in their midst. Disturbances begin to arise. 
Their prosperity excites the envy and covetousness of their indolent neigh- 
bors. Pretexts are sought to dispossess them of their homes. Persecution | 
is aroused. A blood-thirsty spirit takes possession of men’s souls. Their 
thirst can only be satiated with the blood of Saints. The beloved prophet 
and patriarch of the Church fall martyrs to save others from a like fate. 
‘Continuing our view we behold the people preparing to leave their 
beloved city. It is the dead of winter. They cross the river on the ice 
and huddle together on the opposite side, exposed to the inclemency ok 
the weather, being without shelter. Those remaining are surrounded by 
armed mobs, and are forced to defend themselves with rifle and cannon ; 
but theirs isa forlorn hope. As fast as they can they follow those who have 
taken leave of the place. Slowly the exiled hosts wend their way towards 
the setting sun in search of a resting place where they might be free. 
They leave the confines of civilization trusting in the Lord to guide their : 
footsteps to a land of peace. For miles their course is dotted. with 2 
slowly moving onward. | 
After journeying some distance over the bleak prairie they form a 
temporary resting place, where they can make better preparations for the 
long and perilous journey still before them. Worn out with fatigue, and 
suffering from exposure and want, they welcome the privilege of recuper- 
ating their strength. eS 
But ere they all reach their goal of rest an officer of their country 
army appears among them with a demand for volunteers. A battalion of 
their ablest-bodied men is wanted to enlist in their country’s service as 
soldiers in defense of its broad domain. They are to leave their families 
and take up a march of two thousand miles over the trackless wastes of 
unexplored regions. Shall they respond? Can they be spared at this 
critical hour? Some few are in doubt. But their dauntless leader says 
Yes. They are still loyal to their government and are willing to be pat to 
the severest test. | 
The number of men is soon its up. They are ready to respond upon 
short notice. Our young hero is one who volunteers, He has ever been 
willing and active in helping those in charge of affairs; and he i is ‘still 
ready to obey any call. But he is spared. His valuable services are 
needed in other directions. His usefulness in assisting the families of 
those who go is considered almost indispensable. There is much to be 
done within the camps of Israel in the wilderness. Houses for temporary 
shelter are erected, and fields are plowed and planted to provide food. 
Another winter passes, and the following spring we behold a ‘band. of 
men moving out from camp to pioneer the way in quest of a permanent | 
abiding place. Their coutée is still westward for many a weary mile. b 
They enter a pass in the Rocky Mountains and are lost to sight until ve 
behold them emerging into an uninhabited and apparently uninhabitable 


valley. Their 4 ot leader surveys the expanse of wilderness . bef 
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to the eye are stretches of moni: alkali swamps, 
a * ‘the surrounding mountain beights. “He declares it to be the place 
shoes him in vision, where the Lord’s people should be established. 

ir journey is at anend. Here they lay out plans for the building of 
8 Or a they return for their families. In the meantime others 
lowe their footsteps into the.valley. Our hero and his family, 
ing how “of his wife, his mother-in-law and two children, are 
n. Pitching | their tent on the spot selected for a camping place. 
y at 8 begin preparations for erecting a cabin to secure better 


a from the storms and gales of the approaching winter. From the sur- 


unding hill sides the man, with others, procures logs for the construction 
of the building. g. “These are hauled to the place selected and after con 
siderable. ‘trimming, and hewing they are fitted into their places in the 
structare made of them. The season is hastening by and Christmas is 
Ir is the twenty-third day of December when the family 

hose “history we are tracing first occupied their humble apartments in 
the long 7 row of cabins, where we first discovered them two days i 


— 


ity, and warmed by a cheerful blaze in the open fire-place. Time— 
Saturday evening, December 25, 1897. Place—Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Ah, what changes pave been ‘wrought during the past half century! A 
re n desert transformed. into a N city of handsome dwellings 
and beautifal gardens! 

Sea ted i in the parlor, side by side near the bright fire, i in comfortably 

uph d chairs are an aged couple. Gathered near them are men and 
women and children of various ages; and the sounds of childish glee that 
are heard. reveals: the. presence of other younger children in other parts of 
the house, Iti ‘is the occasion of a family reunion. During the day now 
draving ' to a close an arranged program of exercises has been carried out, 


and now the older members of the family are enjoying a social chat while 


the little Pores are amusing themselves with lively games in an adjoining 


14 


yt 


aged grandparents have been reverting to the past. 
Th erte, is reminded by his faithful life companion of that first 
I ff ve day spent in the valley just fifty years ago. She tells of ber 
| trying. experiences in that log cabin built in the lone wilderness, These 
reminiscences det the husband thinking of the events that have taken 
la. bat time of the many severe tests he with his fellow religion- 
a have had to. undergo i in the past—he also calls to mind the numerous 


i zildren and his. grand-children some of the principal incidents in the 
stor} | Saints since their arrival in the valley of the Great Salt 


1 2 & ing river ‘which empties into a broad sheet of water in the distance, 


Hoes two—a | fitted up in modern style, lighted with 


times of. rejoicing, and the pleasant scenes of his life. He relates to 


all their bare subsistence when first 
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which came down like a clouds, so numerous were they. He ells 
of the providential relief brought by the appearance of the gulls | which 
came in vast numbers and devoured the crickets and thus saved the almost 
discouraged people from starvation. He narrates episodes in his experi- 
ence on the plains while he has been out assisting emigrating Saints to 
the mountains. He notes the fact that each decade of years brings to 
pass some memorable event aside from the usual incidents of the interest- 
ing career of the people. He recalls that in 1857, just ten years to the 
day after the entrance of the pioneers into the valley, the gloomy news 
reached them that the government had sent an army to invade their 
peaceful homes, Evil persons had carried false reports concerning them 
to the chief executive of the nation. Their loyalty to the government, 
which had already been proven to be most sincere, was now questioned, 
and hasty measures were taken to compel them to be submissive, when 
there was no desire on their part to be otherwise. 

Once more the Saints were called upon to sacrifice their homes and move 
southward, they knew not where, only as God might direct them, ag He 
had done thus far, and had protected them from all dangers. Well did 
the aged pioneer recollect the dreary and anxious hours he spent in 
guarding the approach to Echo Canyon while the army was encamped on 
the borders. Although required to leave their homes for a time, through 
the providences of God the Saints were permitted to return; and what 
threatened to result in their entire destruction His almighty power 
turned to their ultimate blessing. 

The end of the next decade was marked by other difficulties. ‘The 
year 1867 was remembered for the Indian outbreaks. The veteran had 
also lent his aid in protecting the settlements against the attacks of the 
red-man. This was also the year of the “grasshopper war.“ The mighty 
army of insect pests that attacked the crops of that oft-tried people 
caused greater devastation and loss than did either the army of the United 
States or the bands of marauding Indians. Not only the father, but the 
mother and the children as well fought desperately in many a battle with 
this destructive foe. 

The following year, he calls to mind, he filled ‘a mission to his ative 
land, where he had the happy privilege of converting his father and 
mother'to she truth. The twenty-eight years that had elapsed since his 
departure from their midst had changed them in their feelings. Their 
prejudices were removed and they were prepared to listen to his message. 
Others of the family also accepted his testimony; and when he returned 
home they went with him to the moutains to cast their lot with the Saints. 

A third decade since the arrival of the pioneers passed and the whole 
community was called upon to mourn the loss of their great leader, Brigham 
Young, who for over thirty years had been their prophet and counselor. 
This same year, the wife is reminded, i is the one in which her ever faithful 
mother had passed away at a ripe old age. The good old soul had endured 
many hardships without a mirmur, and finally went to her ‘reward with 
the sweet satisfaction that she had tried always to do ber duty without 


complaining. 
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The your 1887 made a dark cloud of gloom settled 


down upon the people, By legislative enactments of their country they were 
deprived. of their rights, their property was confiscated and their leading 
men were driven into exile. Many were imprisoned, and untold sufferings 
_ were caused by the unjust enforcement of laws against them on account of 
their religion. The storm passed over, and a brighter day dawned. Changes 
took place. The people’s rights were restored and greater liberties given. 
A better feeling. towards them began. to prevail, and once more they 
acknowledged the wonderful deliverance the Lord wrought in their behalf. 


The present year is one of jubilee to the noble veterans of 1847. The 


whole population of the great state of Utah turns out to do them honor. 
Their praises are sung throughout the land, and their achievements lauded 
the world over. Among the rest our hero and heroine share the glory 
conferred upon those who pioneered the way through the unknown wil- 
derness and planted the standard of civilization in the heart of the Great 
American Desert. 
As the aged veteran cen these scenes as they pass belie his mind 
while narrating his experiences to his family he is struck more forcibly than 
ever before with the wonderful providence of the Lord manifested towards 
him through ‘his whole career. He cannot refrain from remarking how 
mirabulously he and all the Saints have been preserved, blessed and pros- 
pered in every way in the face of a thousand threatening perils. He realizes 
that all the promises made to him by the inspired servants of the Lord 
have been verified so far as they had reference to his condition in this 
world; and his confidence in what the future life will bring is unwaver- 
ing. Hei in as satisfied as he lives that the Gospel he embraced in his 
youth is indeed the revealed word of God. He has proved it to be such, 
He has trusted in the Lord, and knows that He never forsakes those who 
show their love for Him by keeping His commandments. As well might 
. mankind attempt to remove yon mountain bulwarks as to try and con- 
vines him or his life-long companion that the Lord had not directed His 
chosen people to these valleys. It would be equally useless to attempt to 
persuade them that the Lord had no purpose in guiding them to that place 
held i in reserve for His people. 

A they look back upon their past lives they recall some severe trials. 
But now that they are past the recollection of them gives joy to their 
hearts to know that they withstood them so manfully. They can realize 
that they have been benefitted by every trial, for each one was a practical 
and profitable lesson, and they are thankful for them. 

These reflections make the father mindful of the warning he received 


— about to leave his native land for the first time. He was then told 


that he would receive severe tests of his integrity. Those words have 
rung in his ears almost continuously ever since they were uttered, and 
ene still, and their full import he feels has been realized. 
5 ‘fancy I can see the smile of satisfaction and contentment upon the 
chéerful though careworn faces of this noble man and wife, as they sit in 
ir own cozy home this Christmas evening, surrounded by their numer- 


‘ous. posterity, W 1 


» 


2 


can only fancy this, I say, as I am six thousand miles away, but I feel 
assured that my imagination does not deceive me. Let us leave them 
now to the further enjoyment of the association of their kindred; an 


ea y and our declinin 
years as happy as those of these pioneers. | 


let us cherish the desire that our lives may be as wort 


AN item of great interest appears in the Chicago Times - Herald as a dis- 
patch from Wichita, Kansas, November 28, 1897. It tells of the discovery 
of an ancient battle- ground in Indian Territory where, according to a 
conservative estimate, at least a hundred thousand men were slain in 
Professor Edwin Walters, the renowned archaeologist and geologist, 
made the n and has quietly pushed his investigations 
| — he is able to furnish indisputable evidence of the soundness of his 
__ “A few months ago, when the Kansas City, Pittsburg and Gulf railway 
was being built ni | 


) It through that wild country, the construction gang in 
excavating trenches on the right of way cut into a wost remarkable form- 
ation. Under the top strata of alluvial soil they found a layer of adobe 
or plains formation of the quaternary period, and in the strata of fine silt 
ying underneath it were found the bones of countless warriors of a pre- 

Professor Walters learned of the discovery, and under his direction 


pits were dug in a great number of places, revealing the remarkable fact 
that under an area of thirty acres these skeletons of an ex tinet race were 
thickly buried. There are 4,860 yards in an acre, and there was one body 
for every two square yards, or nearly 2,500. bodies to the square acre. 
Figuring from this basis Professor Walters calculates that from · 60,000 to 
100,000 is not an exaggerated estimate of the number of bodies that lie 

“The bones were dug up literally by the car load when the railroad 
was built through, and large quantities of stone axes, arrow heads, javelins 
and pieces of pottery were found. These finds came to the attention of 
one of the directors of the road who lives in Holland, and the arrow heads 
| ey were quietly packed up and forwarded: to a museum in 

“The more recent explorations of this rich field for archaeol 


research prove beyond question that thosg buried there were slain in 
battle. The skulls are found to be broken as by 1 or pierced 
with spears or arrows. The arrow heads are found inside the skulls or 
into the other bones — In parts of phe beste: 
e bodies are placed in circles, with feet together and bodies radiating. 
from the center. A food bowl is usually found at the elbow. of res 4 : 
warrior evidently placed there in accordance with some religious belief. 
In other of the burial ground the bodies are found In a sitting 
— still other places the bodies are buried promiscuously in 
“Professor Walters and the scientists who accompany him believe that 
the battle extended over a period of two or three dag. 
“They hold the theory that it was between the ancient mound ‘builders 
and the Maya-Toltecs, the latter — strong Central American people 
uilders. is is undoubtedly one of t Important archaeologic 
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particulaely to missionaries in the geld, will ba found 
in the: sermons of our Savior and His first followers, with regard to the 
form in which their discourses were delivered. Never was there any more 
successful preaching on earth, and yet it was attended by no ostentatious 
display. There were no explosions of bombshells—fguratively speaking 
in the midst of the audience, accompanied, in the confusion, by a call of 
sinners to the mourners’ bench to find salvation. There were no blasts of 
trumpets nor booms of drums in the streets where Jesus of Nazareth 
sed by. A frail boat by the sea shore was a suitable pulpit—so quiet 
and unassuming were His gestures; a green spot on the mountain side, 
_ where calmly He could sit down and teach the multitudes, was His favorite 
platform. And yet there was the power of eloquence as never felt before. 
© was masterly ee. the most captivating ornamentation, in all 
courses, 

: work of Jesus as a Teacher was largely one of gathering in the 
honest i in heart and giving to them the keys of the new dispensation, a 
work similar | to that devolving upon His messengers in this age. At the 
end of every dispensation, such a gathering has taken place. That is the 
time when “Hig sheep” hear. His voice and follow Him. But it is the 


voice of the gentle Shepherd, not of th> bombastic orator, that will gather 


the Lord's flock. Undoubtedly the whirlwind that rends the rocks and 
the thunder that causes the. earth to tremble make a grand display; 
but it is the gentle zephyr that béars on its wing the presence of the 
Lor to the broken-hearted wanderer in the desert. The sermons of 
7 ests ele furnish the Christian world a great lesson.— Deseret News. 
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"MODERN APOSTLES PROPHECIES. 


TEN Patley P. Pritts in fiftios to some ot his 
friends in New York, that the time would come when an elder would be 
| able: to preach: one Sunday in Manchester or Liverpool, England, and 
ig dhe week cross the ocean and preach the following Sunday in New 


York or Boston, some who heard him thought it a prophecy not very likely 


of fulfillment; and others considered it altogether visionary in the sense 
of it being impossible. On September 26th, 1897, however, the New York 
German Lloyd steamship, Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse, completed the trans- 
Atlantic. run from Southampton, England, to New York, in five days, 


be Possible to do all that Elder Pratt predicted so long ago, een 
* little probability of it ever being accomplished.» : 
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twenty-two ‘hours and thirty-five minutes. So that it would now easily 
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The same apostle in the early fifties’ published his noble little work called 
the “Key to Theology; and in speaking of the gathering of Israel in the 
last days, and their restoration to the lands promised to their fathers, he 
75 

Physically speaking, there seems to need but the consummation of two : 


t enterprises more, in order to complete the preparations necessary 
or the fufillment of Isaiah and other prophets in to the restora- 
tion of Israel to Palestine, from the four quarters of the earth, and the 
annual reunion of all nations to the new standards, holy shrines and 
temples of Zion and Jerusalem, under the auspices of that great univ | 
and permanent theocracy which is to su the long reign of .mystery. 
One of these is the great eastern railway from Europe to India and 
China, with its branches, and accompanying telegraphic wires, centering 
at Jerusalem. The other is the great western railway, with its branches 
and accompanying telegraph lines from the Atlantic to the Pacifio. 
This prophetic suggestion, too, at the time the book containing it was 
published, was looked upon by many, even among the Saints, as pointing 
to a condition likely to exist in some far-away millennium; while among 
the unbelieving it was esteemed to be the idle speculations of a vivid 
imagination. We live at a time, however, when the words of this apostle- 
prophet are likely of fulfillment. Thrice over the Atlantic and Pacific are 
united by great western railways across the American continent, “with 
their branches and accompanying telegraph lines.” And the main line of 
the apostles “great eastern railway” may be said to be a reality with 
the completion of the trans-Siberian railway, which will connect all 
Europe with the eastern or Pacific shores of Russia and China. This 
event, that is, the completion of the trans-Siberian railroad, is scheduled 
for 1908, five years hence; and the work is now so far advanced by the 
Russian government that it is not likely to fail of completion by that 
time.. And this road with its accompanying branches penetrating into 
all parts of China and India will bring the hitherto slow and sleepy orient 
into immediate. contact with progressive Europe and America, and make 
possible the great annual assemblies contemplated by Elder Pratt. What 
progress is being made towards the establishment of conditions favorable 
to this is readily seen in the following from a popular magazine of recent 
8 years ago Jules Verne wrote his story, “Around the World in 
Eighty Days,” and it met with the preavest success—as an extravaganza; 
then some pioneer, a Marco Polo of our day, went around the world in 
eighty days and said so, for which he was, of course, denounced as a liar. 
But in the 3 1902, When in all human ee the trans-Siberian 
railway will be completed, a journey about the earth will not require much 
more than a month. Starting from New York, the circumnavigatin 
tourist will reach Vancouver in six days. From this point to Viadivosto 
—or to Talienwan, in Chinese territory, which will in all probability: be- 
come the terminus on the Pacific, of the longest railway in the world—he 
will spend eleven or twelve days in great circle “pee Crossing Siberia 
by rail, he will reach St. Petersburg in.eight days, London in four, and turn 
up in New York in five or six da 8, so completing his jaunt in thirty-five 
days or under. The actual cost of such a journey will be next to nothing ; 
the round the world tickets, which sell at present for a little more than 
five hundred dollars, will then be sold for three hundred at an outside 
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the 

— fe are o ferried across the Straits to connect with the trans-Siberian 
Eww will be lessened by another five or six days at least. 

Thos — may read a notice upon the office door of our hard working pro- 

fessional 2 business. men, when the time for the summer vacation has 

come: “Mr. Blank is out of town; has gone around the world; will be 

back in three weeks.” 

It may be said that while there does seem to be in course of construction 
those mighty highways necessary to make possible the fulfillment of the 
apostle’s prediction, Jerusalem appears far from being a center of this 
mighty system of inter-continental communication. But such a conclusion 
should not be too hastily reached. When the geographical position of 
Palestine i is taken into account; when we remember what Jerusalem is to 
the’ divilized world, to Jew, Christian and Mohammedan alike; when we 
remember its wonderful place in history and prophecy; when we call to 
mind its holy shrines, its temples of the past and those that will be built 
there in the future; when we remember that only on the 31st of August 
last, the Zionists* conference, held at Basle, Switzerland, adopted schemes 
for the centralization of the movement of Zionist societies, and the raising 
of a fund of $50,000,000 to accomplish the redemption of Palestine and give 
it back to Jewish control, create, in fact, a Jewish state in the land prom- 
ised to their aber when one thinks of all this in connection with Judah 
and Jerusalem, he must be convinced that Jerusalem is not to be left on 

one aide in the great movements now on foot, and which seem to have 
for fon-bheir purpose that preparation work which Apostle Pratt ne in mae 
when he wrote the passage we have quoted. 


To- mere is she 1 anni niversary of the birthday of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith. He was born in the town of Sharon, Windsor County, 
Vermont, on the 23rd day of December, 1805. 


* The — n effort to colonize Palestine 
with Jews. In other words Zionists are seeking to bring to paas the restoration of the 


of their fathers; and their déarest wish may be said. to be the creation 


Of a Jewish state in that land. It was the purpose of the conference at Basle, according 
to Mr. Rosenberg, of New York, president of a branch of the Hoveve Zion, [Lovers of 
Zion] society—‘*To pave the way for a more rousing and effective agitation of the cause 
everywhere, to better organize and verify with one another the various societies, associa- 
tions, clubs or other bodies having Zionistic tendencies or objects, to centralize the scat- 
tered; disunited forces of the movement, and to Suse ann and 
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figure. By this route the * and the most expensive He of the route q 
—and also, it should be added, by far the most interesting—that down the 4 
east coast of Asia from Japan to the Malay Peninsula, and then on to . 
India, Fo ty and southern Europe—will be left cut for those travelers, 4 
who, on pleasure bent, are of a frugal mind and disposed to econo- : 
mise; for the trans- Siberian railway proposes to take tourists across 4 
Asia and half of Europe for about fifty dollars. 4 
Until flying machines are gotten under better control, and balloons s 
more thoroughly domesticated, the journey will continue to occupy, as out- ; 


